Recreational & Educational Tours, Ine.

Company Brochure
Including:
One Day Tours Overnight Tours Testimonials

Current Pricing R & E Music Tours | Sample Tour Materials

Sample Handouts Publications Cleveland Rendezvous

On the Journey 1o Learning
Since 1953




I Anywhere

Testimonials
R & E Music Tours
Washington, D.C.
Chicago
New York City
Boston
Philadelphia
10 Toronto
11 Two Day Trip Ideas
12 American History

13  Ohio History
14  Science Trips
15 Spanish Themed Trips
16  Cedar Point
17 Cleveland Rendezvous
18 Cleveland Music Tours
19 Fundraising
20-25 Sample Materials
26-30 Past Tour Evaluations
31-34 Articles (Press)

R & E Tours, INc. R & E MuSic Tours
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Mentor, OH 44060 S our pictures available on Twitter:

Toll Free: 800-347-TOUR (8687) www.Twitter.com/RandETours
Local: 440-953-TOUR (8687)

Fax: 440-953-8707 'I ollow your tour on Facebook:

E-Mail: Tours@R-ETours.com www.Facebook.com/RandETours



/.., .S THE BEST BECAUSE WE.
... Cdl'e, ... §o tHe diStance.

. “R&E Tours is the way to go when planning a school
“Rick, Aaron: trip. Besides the fact thatg R&E takes care ff every-
THE BEST—Genuine thing (itinerary, meals, tours, etc.) this

care for the students’ [EulEAIENSERGEIRG R RAW TR LRI Tl

well being and educational—which it is” - St. Ambrose—Brunswick

Qﬂ&

° 9
EXperience. ... Catel'. » recommend R+E Tours for any

ada t school trip. The organization, quality, and value
XX P . are outstanding. | felt worry free and well taken

“R&E Tours are very flexi- [CUEEIRIfInINE LRI g
ble with tour planning 2Bl - Mary Beth Adams, Eastlake North High School

between tour stops. The N eNtel‘talN B WOW

weather does not inter-
“This was my first time

fere with the students’ “Well th havin | . "
experience in D.C. for the ell wor aving | on aclass trip and it

tour director always finds them plan the trip. |was fantastic. Rick

another attraction for Tour guides made it unbelievable.

h ey . . 1y The whole crew was
them to visit. entertain the kids” |, onderful.”
- Chris Cleary, St. Francis de Sales

“R&E Tours ensures a good quality trip that

oo eNaaae is both fun and educatigonal. The tour guide
does a wonderful job building rapport with

the students and making the trip memorable for students,
chaperones, and teachers—well done!”

For more testimonials, reviews and photos visit us at

www.Facebook.com/RandETours
Past Tour Evaluations are also available on Pages 26-30 of this Brochure!
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D.C. Tour Highlights

The following stops can be included on all tours, based on the group’s interests

White House Jefferson Memorial MLK Memorial

U.S. Capitol WWII Memorial FDR Memorial

Embassy Row Iwo Jima Memorial National Archives

Korean War
Memorial

Washington

Monument US Naval Memorial

Air Force Memorial Pentagon Memorial Flight 93 Memorial

US Holocaust
Memorial Museum

Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Wall

Arlington National
Cemetery

Smithsonian Institute, including the following museums:
American History, Air & Space, Natural History,
American Indian & American Art

WAS Hl NG TON ’ DC Our Nation’s Capital

3 Day / 2 Night Pricing:
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below $275:

Select from certain dates, including most
in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity

each day

Popular Dates starting at $305:
Many schools travel in the Spring so call us

today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include better meals and activities like
Dave & Buster’s & Buca di Beppo.

Premium options starting at $365:
We can include anything that you would

like, starting with all meals and a show at
the Kennedy Center or Medieval Times

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
every 20 paying passengers

, )
fours

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

TN

| Gettysburg

Baltimore
Shanksville
Mt. Vernon Estate




C Hl C A G o The Jewel of the Midwest

3 Day / 2 Night Pricing:
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below $299:

Select from certain dates, including most

in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity
each day.

Popular Dates starting at $345:
Many schools travel in the Spring so call us

today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include better meals and activities like
Medieval Times or Broadway in Chicago.

Premium options starting at $375:

We can include anything that you would
like, starting with all meals and a show at
Medieval Times and Blue Man Group

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
every 20 paying passengers

Chicago Tour Highlights

Millennium Park Willis Tower

Art Institute of Chicago Grant Park

Chicago Board of Trade The Magnificent Mile www.R-ETours.com

. . Museum of Science ,
Buckingham Fountain & Industry % y \
STopg

Lincoln Park Zoo Navy Pier

. . Cedar Point
Field Museum, W2 G LI G

: United Center Pilsen & La Villita
Shedd Aquarium and/or U.S. Cellular Field or

Adler Planetarium Soldier Field U. of Notre Dame
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N.Y.C. Tour Highlights

United Nations

Freedom Memorial

Times Square

Little Italy

Empire State Building

Guggenheim,
Metropolitan Museum of Art
or
Museum of Modern Art

Statue of Liberty

Chinatown

Central Park

Broadway Theater

NBC Studios

American Museum of
Natural History,
Intrepid Museum or
Madame Tussaud’s

NEW “,ORK CIT‘I The Big Apple

4 Day / 3 Night Pricing:
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below: $499:

Select from certain dates, including most
in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity
each day

Popular Dates starting at $599:

Many schools travel in the Spring so call us
today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include better meals, Medieval Times
and either Blue Man or a Broadway Show.

Premium options starting at $799:

We can include anything that you would
like, starting with all meals, Medieval Times,
Blue Man Group and a Broadway Show!!

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
every 20 paying passengers

) A

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

TN

Great For THe ArtS:
Carnegie Hall

Broadway Classes

Veteran’s Day Parade



The Cradle of Modern America

5 Day / 4 Night Pricing:

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below: $499:

Select from certain dates, including most

in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity
each day

Popular Dates starting at $639:

Many schools travel in the Spring so call us

today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include Blue Man Group or the hilarious
whodunit Shear Madness.

Premium options starting at $719:
We can include anything that you would

like, starting with all meals and all shows.
Include Whale Watching, Witch Hunting
and a Lobster bake to your experience!

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
BOSto n To ur H igh I ig hts every 20 paying passengers

Freedom Trail Cambridge USS Constitution . &
Boston Common Beacon Hill Salem E oOUrs

Marblehead Faneuil Hall MIT 1-800-347-TOUR

House of 7 Gables Bearskin Neck Gloucester House

A
o% p

Whale Watching

Old North Church Quincy Market Castle Rock

Paul Revere’s Plimoth Plantation Harvard Concord & Lexington

House & Mayflower II University
Cape Cod & The Islands




PHI L ADELPHI A Birthplace of America

3 Day / 2 Night Pricing:
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below $359:

Select from certain dates, including most
in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity
each day

Popular Dates starting at $409:
Many schools travel in the Spring so call us

today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include better meals and activities like
Dave & Buster’s & Hard Rock Cafe.

Premium options starting at $479:
We can include anything that you would

like, starting with all meals and a dinner
cruise on the Spirit of Philadelphia

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
every 20 paying passengers

Philadelphia Tour Highlights

: &=
Liberty Bell Independence Hall Congress Hall
é lfours

Constitution Center  Valley Forge Elfreth’s Alley

1-800-347-TOUR

JFK Plaza “Rocky Steps”  President’s House www.R-ETours.com

Carpenter’s Hall Boathouse Row Franklin Court / )

m | Gettysburg
$Topg Hershey

Second Bank Battleship Adventure
of the US New Jersey Aquarium

Eastern State  Reading Terminal Independence Lancaster
Penitentiary Market Historic Park

Valley Forge




TORO Nro Canada’s Largest City

T.O. Tour Highlights

CN Tower Rogers Centre

Ontario Science Centre Chinatown

Casa Loma Royal Ontario Museum

Art Gallery of Ontario Mariposa Boat Cruise

Eaton Centre Ontario Parliament

Niagara Falls - Clifton Hill
One of the World’s Maid of the Mist or
Seven Natural Wonders Journey Behind the Falls

3 Day / 2 Night Pricing:

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOUR GROUP!

Starting below: $375:

Select from certain dates, including most

in the fall, and we will include breakfast
at the hotel, dinner and night activity
each day

Popular Dates starting at $425:

Many schools travel in the Spring so call us

today to reserve your preferred dates! We
can include playcards at the Playdium
Arcade and Medieval Times.

Premium options starting at $499:

. We can include anything that you would

like, starting with all meals and see why
Toronto is known as Broadway North by
reserving tickets for a top rated show.

2 Complimentary Adult Trips for
every 20 paying passengers

, A

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

4
NOTE:

Students DO NOT
need passports for
Canadian travel
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These trips will satisfy your
appetite for travel.
Two days will give you a full
portion of these wonderful
destinations, instead of the
normal one day appetizer

THe Henry Ford Haveyou every heard your

students say,
“I'll believe it when I see it”?

NOW IS THAT TIME!

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

11



Call us today and let us plan
your group’s trip to see the
history of our country right
before your students’ eyes.

Tell us your budget and what
is in your curriculum and we
will put together the perfect
tour, mixing in some fun and
games along the way!

Have you every heard your
students say,
“I'll believe it when I see it”?

NOW IS THAT TIME!
1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

12



Spend a day learning about
the Battle of Lake Erie, travel
south to the first settlement
outside of the original
Colonies or visit the Wright-
Patterson Air Force Museum!

Tell us your budget and what
is in your curriculum and we
will put together the perfect
tour, mixing in some fun and
games along the way!

Have you every heard your
students say,
“I'll believe it when I see it”?

NOW IS THAT TIME!

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

13
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CHALLeNgel [ ealNiNg
CeNter Lol

Combine the two fora
great day trip.

Reservations for the
Challenger Learning Center
at Wheeling Jesuit University
can fill up to 18 months in
advance so call us today to
reserve your preferred date!

Have you every heard your
students say,
“I'll believe it when I see it”?

NOW IS THAT TIME!

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

14



eStydios

Take your Spanish students
to Chicago fora
one-of-a-kind heritage
experience.

R&E Tours can customize a
tour tailored to your needs,
featuring events such as
Latin Street Dancing,
native cuisines, Mexican
Museum of Art and guided
tours of Pilsen y La Villita

Have you every heard your
students say,
“I'll believe it when I see it”?

NOW IS THAT TIME!
1-800-347-TOUR

[a ViLLita

15
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& GOLDEN TICKET &

|7 BESTOFTHEBEST! |

, Learn what it takes to run the
" business of FUN at the World's Best Amusement
" Park! Bring your group of 15 or more students to
, hear about how we do business in Accounting,
" Finance, Hotels, Foods, Retail, Human Resources,
' Marketing and Park Operations. Meet for an
" exclusive, 1-on-1 session with the speakers and have

' specific questions answered.

MatH anNd
O ScieNce WeeK

Math and Science Week promises to be
bigger and better than ever this year!
Students (grades K-12) can learn about the
science behind their favorite thrill rides as
they make their way through the new Math and
Science Zone on the Main Midway.

' Educational partners for Math and Science Week

FEATURE DESTINATION

MusSic iN tHe Park

Gather your school band
or choir of 15 or more
students and perform on
stage or down the

will include NASA, COSI Columbus, the Detroit midway at the World's
Science Center and more. Best Amusement Park!




CLeyeLaNd ReNdezyous

RATES
ARE
AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Step-on Guides
Meet and Greet
Student Tours

Conventions

Complete
Itineraries
Available

ol
>~

oCLEVELAND RENDEZVOUS
e RECEPTIVE SERVICES e

1-800-347-TOUR

www.R-ETours.com

cOSIMVELY

cieveland
e A

Member

LSY TA

ice of Student & Youth Travel®

Recepiiye Cervices

a division of

Recreational & Educational Tours

Serving Northeast Ohio
Since 1983

Cleveland Rendezvous can handle all of your group
tour needs during your visit to America’s North Coast.
We can provide knowledgeable (and local) step-on
guides or we can plan every detail of your tour
(attraction reservations, meals, hotel accommodations).
1, 2 & 3 Day Itineraries are available for Cleveland, not
to mention other attractions that are available in
Sandusky, Akron, Canton & Lake & Geauga Counties.

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum

g G C. AWW
% 7 ! Great Lakes Science Center

Cleveland Museum of Art

e The Corner Alley
o Playhouse Square
Nautica Queen
o Dave & Buster’s
Swings ‘n’ Things N o 7
e Cleveland Indians Game VA RN
Kalahari Indoor Waterpark

Educational Themes -

American History
Science / Biology
The Arts
Performance Tours
Food Tours

www.ClevelandRendezvous.com

17



CLeveLaNd ReNdezvous
Recepliye ervices

DON’T SKIP A BEAT"

CALL US NOW TO RESERVE YOUR
CLEVELAND MUSIC TOUR TODAY!

e S —

P i W
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h| 81
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A1 ORI 001 1

Or you can live it

with them like this!
- AL T, "ﬂ_‘i‘.'ﬁiu

el Al % B e DA OM )

VICW ) sl (IR

We are continuing our efforts
to make your life easier. With
our specifically designed Music
Curriculum Tours, we’ll
“conduct” everything, with the exception of your groups
musical performance, should you choose to, at one of
the city’s many group venues.

But the fun won’t stop there! You can see great shows
all around town from Blossom Music Center to the world
famous House of Blues, perhaps even catch some musi-
cal theatre at Playhouse Square... or you can create your
own show at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame! Expand the
knowledge of your group by attending the awesome
attractions Cleveland has to offer and let us set up an
educational program at the Rock Hall or the Cleveland
Institute of Music at Case Western Reserve University.

LISYTA

he Voice of Student & Youth Travel®

1-800-347-TOUR
www.(ClevelandRendezvous.com

Group Performance
Opportunities include:

e Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame and Museum

¢ Cedar Point
¢ Playhouse Square
¢ Cleveland Aquarium

¢ Wildwater Kingdom

COSIMVELY
cieveland
T —

Member

Cleveland

18



FUNDRAISING

¢ Target Grants ¢

Er
QL 50111*5 O ESSay ConteStS O

1-800-347-TOUR  [ree [NFO KitS ¢

www.R-ETours.com

Call Us Today For More Information ﬁ‘

Learning opportunities extend far beyond the classroom but schools
are finding it more and more difficult to take their students to the
museums, historical sites and cultural organizations which are meant to
educate the public. Field Trip Grants help give children these unique,
first-hand learning experiences.

Since launching their program in 2007, Target has awarded more than
$16 million in grants — providing 2 million students in all 50 states with
the opportunity to enhance their studies in the arts, math, science and
social studies.

The Capitol Square Foundation has created a transportation grant
program with generous gifts from the Honda of America Mfg., Inc. and
Wal-Mart. The program is designed to help schools defray bus transpor-
tation expenses to the Ohio Statehouse Museum Education Center. The
grants are based on one-way mileage from your school to Columbus.

POpcOrN | DiSCOUN CardS | SWeetS



http://www.r-etours.com

PROMOT IONAL POST CARD

For details about your tour, please go to the web address
listed on the back of this postcard to open the page for your school.

(800) 347-TOUR (8687)
7620 Buchanan Ct., Mentor, Ohio 44060
RandETours@aol.com

We are once again taking steps to make your life easier! This postcard
can be used to announce your group’s tour. On the back of the
postcards, there is a web address listed that will direct parents and
students to a webpage that is designed for your specific tour only! We
will include all information about the tour and we can include any
information that you would like to include in order to complete the

page.
Back

Since 1983, the mission of Recreational and Educational Tours has been to provide first hand
experiences to students. Our tours enrich their lives through contact with the people and places
previously only read about in the confines of the classroom.

R&E Tours was created 26 years ago by Rick Klimek. Rick was teaching school at St. Felicitas in
Euclid and took his class on a trip to Washington, D.C. Since then, he and his staff of
educators have taken nearly 100,000 students on trips to these cities:

There is a big world awaiting your students.
‘This is an opportunity for them to be a part of it in a safe, controlled, guided setting.

And the memories...they are sure to last a lifetime!

_m PLEASE VISIT oy
ST www.R-ETours.com/2014 CW

s . e s A B g ST

i for your tour's information

20


http://www.r-etours.com/2014

INFORMAT |ONAL WEBPAGE
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The
webpage
listed on the
promotional
postcard
will direct
everyone to
a page that
looks like
this

—
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http://www.r-etours.com/2014washington

LUGGAGE T AG

Front

(440) 953-TOUR (8687) (800) 347-TOUR (8687)
www.R-ETours.com

THANK YOU FOR TRAVELING
WITH RECREATIONAL &
SBUCATIONAL TOURS’

School travel is meant to provide experiences for students in a
controlled, educational environment. That includes everything
from watching Congress in session to packing your bags correctly!
Every overnight trip is the same in that the group will need to stay
at a hotel. During the trip, students will learn the importance of
handling things without their parents, including their belongings!

Back

NAME:

\ CITY, STATE, ZIP:
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http://www.r-etours.com/

MEET ING BROCHURE

Front

Q: How will we know what time the bus will return
's0 we won't have to wait in the parking lot?

|A: Call (216) 814-8687 to get a recorded message
for your trip's return time

PLEASE WAIT UNTIL ONE HOUR PRIOR TO
SCHEDULED RETURN TIME BEFORE CALLING.
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER.

What teachers and school staff will be on trip?
Al participating adults from your school will be
announced at the orientation meeting.

20

=]

When will we know who our children are
rooming with?
Announcements or rooming lists will be made
by the school. Each school determines the

iate time to make that

I3

[>]

: Can we make changes to the rooming
arrangements?

Early postings often lead to numerous requests
for changes. Once these arrangements are
made, they are forwarded to the hotel for entry
into their system. Changes cannot be made for
safety reasons. The hotel and trip staff must
always be aware of each student’s room location
and therefore changes to rooming are not
permitted by the hotels once the list is entered.

I3

[}

: How much spending money should my son or
daughter take on the trip?

Please allow approximately $6 - $8 per meal
that is not included on the tour (see itinerary).
Additionally, students may want some souvenir
money. This is an individual family decision
based on your circumstances. We strongly
advise not taking a large amount of money.

2

More info can be found on our website:
www.R-ETours.com
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www.R-ETours.com

(440) 953-TOUR (8687) - (800) 347-TOUR (8687)

7620 Buchanan Ct. Mentor, OH 44060

Recreational &
Educational Tours, Inc.

We can take you anywhere..

Washington, D.C.
Chicago
Philadelphia
Gettysburg
Colonial Wi msburg
New York City
Toronto
Niagara Falls
Columbus
Pittsburgh
Marietta
Put-in-Bay

Trip Return Time Info: (216) 814-TOUR
Main Office Line: (800) 347-TOUR (8687)

WWWWIRCEiTousYcom)

For every overnight trip, we will schedule an orientation meeting. We
encourage all participants on the trip and, at least, one parent/guardian
for each student to attend. We will send a representative from R&E
Tours to conduct the meeting. They will pass out a meeting brochure to
each person with a current itinerary, luggage tag and other necessary
handouts. Our meeting speaker will review everything on this brochure
and will be able to answer any questions that the group may have.

Back

[itinerary

* The itinerary is subject to change due to
circumstances beyond our control.

+ Every effort will be made to follow it as planned or
to substitute activities, meals, etc. with suitable
alternative items.

|+ The return time listed is approximate.

Call (216) 814-TOUR (8687) NOT SOONER
THAN ONE HOUR PRIOR TO SCHEDULED
ARRIVAL to get a recorded message.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER

* Meals included with the tour are denoted with an
asterisk (*) on itinerary. All other meals are at
students' expense. Allow $6-$8 for each meal
that is not included.

Totel

|+ The hotel name and phone number is listed on
your itinerary.

* R & E Tours provides overnight security in the
hotel’s halls for your group.

* If you need to reach your student, call and leave a
message with the desk personnel. Be sure to
mention R & E Tours and your school school's
n

ame.
* Calls cannot be made from the hotel rooms.

|Wedication
+ All school guidelines regarding medication must
followed.

* All medication must be in original container to
show correct name and dosage.

+ Please give to designated school staff member or
chaperone before departing school.

[+ No medication is to be carried by students.
Certain exceptions may be made by the school.

+ Itis the student's responsibility to obtain
medication when needed.

—

Please Bring

= Please limit to one piece of luggage and one
carry-on. Both should be labeled with student's
name and address.

PACK ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE FIRST DAY IN
'YOUR CARRY-ON BAG.

+ Be sure to have something suitable for cold, wet
weather. Casual, neat, clean clothing only.

+ Remember, you are representing your school. No
questionable clothing or half shirts, please. We
reserve the right to request you to change
inappropriate clothing.

« Two pairs of comfortable walking shoes.

+ Soft drinks for the hotel room. Cups and ice will be
provided. Plastic re-sealable bottles only!

« Wristwatch

« Camera with enough extra batteries or film
(whichever is needed)

- Portable music player with headphones.

EACH STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR OWN ITEMS.

Do Rot
« Excessive snacks. Please limit... several hours of
travel and too much sugar don't mix.
ABSOLUTELY NO DRUGS,
ALCOHOL OR TOBACCO!

ANY INFRACTION OF THIS OR ANY ACTION THAT
JEOPARDIZES THE SAFETY OF THE STUDENT
OR OTHERS WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE
RETURN HOME AT PARENTS' EXPENSE.

You Tlust Remember

« Listen and follow directions carefully.

+ Remain with group at all times.

+ At hotel, respect other guests by keeping noise
down to a minimum in your rooms and especially in
the halls.

CELL PHONE POLICY WILL BE DETERMINED
BY YOUR SCHOOL

Suggestions
Do your part so that evel
has a safe & en]oyableryop
« Camy R&E Tours falephone number with you at all
times:
Calland leavs a

detaiedmessage
ratedfvmnhegrwporanymherpmblemarses
and the tour leader is not accessible. Also, keep the
hotel

onyou- don'lpad(hemlnyourlug@geor
'your hotel room.

-Don'texpedtomdalmngsmwymsmymareal
things different.

‘You left home to find
+ Expect the unexpected!
. the inevitable inconveniences ranging from

mlrupetsomldtsoonﬂoﬁsmmgm

* Plan to stand in some lines at attractions and
restaurants.

« Think positive rather than complaining or criticizing.
Never forget that everyone is human and errors occur.
You can be sure that everything is being done to make
your trip as smooth and enjoyable as possible.

* Your best manners and behavior are expected at all
times. This should not stop you from having a fun and
exciting rip.

+ Don't ask for special favors, but don't hesitate to

approach any chaperone if a problem arises. Everyone
oon the trip is important.

+ Be a good roommate. Everyone is getting used to living
mgemerforaooupteofdaysandnlgm 'S0 make it easy
for them, too. Cooperate with the use of the bathroom,
television, etc.

+ Remember to think in terms of a group traveling, not an
individual. Your tour chaperones will be making all
decisions based on this.

Totel Fire Salety

Don't wait until you are uugm inan mmm:yw plan|

do.’t(ykon.:kumn&mﬂnlnlnnm I'm01l|
n’

scape pan, you greaty .M,&.‘!a..""“

When you arrive at the hotel:
m‘l room and MB nearest 2 exits.
Locate the fire alarms and fire extinguishers in hallway.

In your room:

Kiiow how {0 nlock your doorin the dark

Keep your room key handy and be certain that all
roommates know where it is.

If a fire starts in your room:
Em’ﬂdy

Close the roor securely behind you

Aealo s sty o

1fa phons s avaiabe outside your room, ol the ront desk|

Eathg ik w50 s
NEVER USE THE ELEVATORS

If there i a fire in another part of the hotel:

Take your key in case exits are blocked and you need to
retum to your room.
lvywenoounteranymokelnywrmmommehalwmy
keep on the floor because smoke deadygasms

Feel the door and handle with yol

Look out the pmpholemmedml fmsmtoryousee

smoke or flames, DO NOT OPEN it
Hfdoor s ot hot bee'ypen it slowly and carefully. Be ready to

necessary
heck to be sure itis clear of smoke

Exitthe bunldmg using the stairs -

NEVER USE THE ELEVATORS

If you encounter smoke or fire at a lower level, walk back up.

to clear air, go to the roof if accessible, or use another exit.

If the door to the hallway is hot or there is smoke in the hall
stay in your room
Fill the tub with water
wetmslssndplaoeonﬁoora(bmmmomoorandsnm
block smoke from entering room
Callforhw Dial “0" on the room phone or if there is a cell
phone, dial “9-1-1"

DON'T PANIC - THINK CLEARLY - ACT WISELY
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GROUP AND ONLINE PHOT 0S .

Outside

' ‘_ — ."'> r

> \ Ol'e Pica @ ‘] @RandETours u

On every overnight trip, the Tour Director will take a group photo at
the best location possible. Overnight, our staff will print the pictures at
the hotel and place each in the folder on this page. The Tour Director
will also ask if any student would like to take pictures throughout the
trip, with our provided camera. If so, our staff will also be able to
upload those photos overnight to Facebook. And, yet another way for
families at home to experience the trip is to follow the tour on Twitter.
On many tours, we are also able to upload a few
photos to our Twitter feed instantly.

Inside

N -/

phank Yo EURLHAVELTIWAEH
IPCHEDLIDIRRETUCIL O,
L =t ALLg|
Call us for all your group travel needs!

EHONOSSELOURNIS00)ISFATOUR
WWWIRELOURSICOM

SINO} JYSIUIJAO - sjnopuey drdues
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PASS

YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL
2014 WASHINGTON TOUR

(800) 347-8687 | www.R-ETours.com

On every overnight tour, the Tour Director will distribute an ID Tag

and a break-a-way lanyard to each passenger for easy identification

throughout the trip. This is a safety measure in many ways. It also
gives each person an easy way to carry our toll-free number at all

times. Someone is available 24/7 to answer the phone. Safety is our
number one priority. It always has been and it always will be. We
have never experienced a problem on a tour as a direct result of a
safety concern that we did not handle. We use hotels with indoor
corridors and windows that lock and we have implemented dozens

of other procedures to keep the group as safe as possible.

Adults’

&ﬁ% ° STAFF

fours

YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL
2014 WASHINGTON TOUR

(800) 347-8687 | www.R-ETours.com
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SEE HOW WE HAVE EARNED
OUR GOLD ST ARS

Read what those who have traveled
with us said about their experiences
on the next 4 pages

We couldn’t have said it
better ourselves!



T R & E TOURS HOPES THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR TRIP WITH US AS MUGH M’ WE ENJOYED IMVIIIG YOU ALONG!
- PLEASE HELY usmmtmmmmnwnummmnmwm REPORT CARD:

Flease grade the below tip componmts based on the following scale:
A = Excellent; B = Above Average, = Average; D = Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations

Group Name: Mm Hida[i {S{’h(}o‘ : Tour Escort on your bus: F Yaﬂ k 3,
Destination: _lQQ&/}lﬂngﬂ D 0, ’ * Yoiu' Name (optionai): T&ffl Afﬂy ELU)

HOTEL . A CTIONS MEALS STAFE PLANNING PROCESS
Cleanliness: . Infoimative: ‘Quality: - __é Professiunahs% A (Tour Coor_dmﬂlﬂrs 1y)
Comfort Time Speunt: Quantlty Informative: Professionalism:

Comments: Atmosphere: 17' _ E Timeliness:

V?,Y Lé' n) l?f dm# h | Comments: gt:% &w Comments: a}_ 4 “_/

B2V

: ;Jx 6% olftS m"
‘ O pl ﬁé’m’ J

Would othe %‘&# E Tours'i v or Wh

Aot j’“ ERES Ve knad

Wh7t things would you change about the trip?

How would you describe your experiences with R & E Tours, i.e. oui' service, 6rganiza;ion, value, quality, etc. to

a teacher at another school?

RYE MOdt my first i cwmzmm;nﬁ% thip On injeyale, 1ot
C)}”tﬂw NDM n@ [ Ywmwkvwﬁﬁmmmmawmmqm _

WI"

PLEASE NELP US MAKE FUTURE TRIPS EVEN BETTER }7 FILLING OUT THE FOLLOWING REPORT CARD:

Flease grade the below trip components based on the following scale:
A = Excellent; B = Above Average; C = Average; D = Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations

Group Name: S+ . MOJ‘U . - Tour Escort on your bus: 9 A5 K k | T he

Destination: * Your Name (optional): . \eyzip K!\é’ o
OTEL ATTRACTION MEALS STAFF PLANNING PROCESS

Cleanliness: - | Informative: Quality: g Professionslism: _/\ (Tour Coordinators Onby)
Comfort: ] Time Spent: % Quantity: A | Informative: Professionalism:
Comments: €§ | Comments: | Atmosphere: Pleasant: ' Timeliness:

\{ Qi 05 SIS 7 4o Comments: 1 E. ] ‘.VComments -F‘P Comments: |
o S Maegs , Loved 40y Fod St |

2 cak Fou¥ W o0 G 9 b T Y drwec) ,

Would you take another trip with R & E Tours? Why or why not? Al

- 1% x ieh?
Dz:F;mf&eJy o VR i cduerture | et

‘What things would you change about the trip?

Pogs;b\y geHing back & hotel ﬁ-y [0:00 P VerSous

How would you describe your expenen?es e'lth R& E Tours, L.e. our service, organization, value, quality, ete. to
. atwcheratanotherschool” T wouldd £\ fecommend RE Ho

any ﬁrP.P\"QC’Jw“"& A WM ness widh +he

S b b s Sh o 4 A

27



R & E TOURS HOPES THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR
. PLEASE HELP US MAKE FUTURE TRIPS EVEN SBETTER:

WWM"SMMSHMWE!WW!MWMW!W}
8Y FILLING OUT THE FOLLOWING REPORT CARD:

Please grade the below trip components based on the joHowmQ scaie:

A = Excellent; B= Above Ave rage; C = Average,

D = Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations

Group Name: 55,}3 M

‘Tour Escort on your bus: _Mﬁr/( ( aneurr

Destination: }&; #s;éam }L * Your Name (optional):
. 4
. OTEL ATTRACTIONS MEﬂgﬁ STAFF PLAN EINQ PROCESS

Cleanliness: Informative: g | Quatity: | Profeéssionalism: A (Tour Coordinatars Duls)

Comfort: _| Time Spent: Quantity: Informative: me;?f‘;omhsm
- Comments:” “Connmentss ; - 5. -Atarosphere: £ - - Fleaswitr I Timelinesss - -

7 Sf&f;f‘ ‘fﬁ: é‘f{"‘g‘jm Coﬁig enfsr 4 " Comments: Comments:
o g o = mﬂ? , Thaik (/éa ,
C : ’ : @(ﬁa i 7R 2L 6% _
Would you take another trip with R & E Tours? Why or why not? Efo;% 2{55)

Yw, }9‘@ dfo(h

/a»&.,’ ar Je
5o Sudeos car— M&,faf‘(&féoﬁ ~

+ m&% aé(‘ja
S St o

l’

Oertii orll o
Sy .

i
|
i
¥
i
i
i

Wo’?ﬁ“/&’@o ot~ ity natroas 07&74%1 Jffm\ﬁj
¢¢ a‘owm% Mmz,a%@‘

How would you describe your expenences with R & E Tours, i.e. our: semce, orgamzatmn, value, quality, etc. to
a teacher at another school? - : .

AV,‘YmumﬁmhM&AMWMﬁmmm )

aummmmmmmmmwm#

AS: WE ENJOYED HAVING YOU ALONG!

’WWWMWWWW”QHM‘W?&WMM

Pieasegmdemebdowmpcomponemsbasedon thefoﬂowmgscale. S
. A=Excellent; B= Above Average; C= = Average; D'=Below Ave verage; F= Faiied to meetexpectations

Group Name: Hftaa il b M DO 'C Lik%Y  Tour Escort on your bus: Ry
Destination: \)\_Jbﬁ& ING ToN D C * Your Name (optional): /v\ are MAxtmo
HOTEL ] .. STAFF OCES
Cleanliness: Informative: __ Quality: . /£ Professionalism: A {Tour Coordinators Only)
Comfort: ] TimeSpent: £ ... _ | Quantity: Informahve Professwnahsm
Cummeuis i T Comments: = ~ T Atmosphere: & . Piei'“&dn“ < E .Timiel'iness
Heod ot ‘a(lirg | Comments: . Comments: curt, u\l 1 Comments:
deadas avod whed |
Yo do , butguiding alwell ‘«Nf ;&fh‘:,‘“’ :

Would yon take another tnp with R & E Tours? Why or Whanot '\o 3&—#5*%9 AN ";*?LH" Pt &

'“?»“‘ ) R85 42 worRowy:
'«DQf e cart .«,Pﬂ\

Nes -

What things would you change nbout the' tmi

CM wi( 0

Juk i Wl thak 4 Sowr 9

whie ot told ack 4o . Witk

atesther at another

&w) oA

school? -
e awesd e “H\

vidas

y ke the “werrics"

idy a«d 3ty ieeh;«t( Tetdy esos’i*”rtﬂﬂ' TM; appre

. rmmu-nummmmmmmw -\-&At}\&ﬁ

ingf am{ fwkcﬁfﬂ “-“"“"‘CW}

Yenows whwch i 9ing A Some okt Mot sr«;f—'f Shop
gt!‘ 9MM 'ﬂ\u cmv&cs a {ne (];H rot fmr B

How wnuld you describe your expenences Wlﬂi R&E Tours, e 0ur semce, organmﬁon, value, quality, etc. to

ok of Y i-hp so Seackes &N
and Lalce mrc‘ 0‘(‘

M
gl ks yos

i W‘i”"
Yt ead
Wert ing

pad {gmbtd
V3 af vtk
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. ONG!
" p & § TOURS HOPES THAT YOU NAVE ENJOYED YOUR TRIP WITH US AS MUGH AS WE ENJOYED HAVING YOU AL
R&E mw&wmmxm’:mnmxwnumowmrnuowmmrmm

Please grade the below trip components based on the following scdle:
A =Excellent; B = Above Average; C = Average; D = Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations

Group Name: S77 6,@31?%5 ;szg,‘ - Tour Escort on your bus: 7&0/{
Destination: wféﬂﬂda mﬁ 4 ZMZ; * Your Name (optional): \/}?@@E /‘1 YRAND

HOTEL ATTRACTIONS . MEALS STAFF PLANNING PROCESS 1
Cleanliness: A Informative: /7 Quality: ~ :f Professionalism: 7 (Terﬂwd!namr;? nly) l
Comfort ZS Time Spent: Quantity: _ 5 Informative: A% Professionalism: !

Comm Comments: Atmosphere: Pleasant: Timeliness:
57Eﬂ&”$ coukd Comments: Comments: Comments:
onl b.g DLelSE @9/
by “Going outside| - i

Would you take another tnp w:;h R& E Tours? Why or why not" quﬁww

What things would yon change ahout the trip" iy A B
Ao Ansha. i 7(1e -C ﬁ'. & Cocnts.on) TWelet
_ ,é PR
How would you describe your riences with E Tours, Le. our serv;ce, organization, value, quality, etc. to
a teacher at another school? ! /l/!f) /- L pFreen) o

* Youp comenents may be wsed in future promotional material to other schools,
§ OUT THE FOULOWING REPORT CARD:

Flease grade the below trip components based on the Jollowing scale: - ’
- A = Excellent; B = Above Avm C = Average; D = Below Aveﬁg, F = Failed to meet: expectatmns

Group Name: St MGTHCCL SC}\CO Gr. & J?;LK K )

Tour Escort on your bus:

Destination: D@*’Y‘o s ( Fordh M‘«LS eu “’L) * Your Name (optional): LG DGM& ‘ﬂ”qboj ‘ff&f’fk

HOTEL .

Cleanliness: ’ -Informatwe 4-14 o Professiunalism A {To-rCoordinatorsOnly)_f
Comfort: -} Time Spent:. mlg "Informaﬁve __| Professionalism: -
Comments: 'Commmsjg, ,1' AT Timeiness: L
ép‘/ ér’e g Comments. ,S & Comments: (ec {ﬂ.:f"'e"
t) Gxuo deusame | L afP
Awe
Would youtake

Hbsolote

How W"’“‘ﬂ you describe your experiences with R&E Taurs, i.e ourserv;cea '

2 teacher at another school? /evi '%E? o7 177 ey /ééé}f
Have] expirience Lorlamaney . Tho tp
/d?///ﬂ’/@fn"ed o ,mmj oY A eyy&u‘ﬂzm{

e?np thhR&ETours" Why or why not?
g _;, tooo/dnlt even

What thmgswonidycwchan /)Z %f/mpv Lot s 9

(;gngz dﬁ?f‘ ano er o

Xty vahe, quality, etc. to

edocatrnat
/m ar
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R & & TOURS NOPES THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR TRIP WITH US AS MUCH AS WE ENJOYED HAVING YOU ALONG! 3
PLEASE HELP US MAKE FUTURE TRIPS EVEN BETTER BY FILLING OUT THE FOLLOWING REPORT CARD: e .

“@ .
a v A
Please grade the below trip components based on the following scale: A “'fiﬁ& i%i\‘f’
___A=Excellent; B= Above Average; C = Average; D = Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations '~ "1\ ¢

A oN <
Group Name: 55 Mart o cyndg/é‘;rﬂ,ffl / > 7L /0 fzzc/:/'i‘our Escort on your bus: K" CAS *
{ e
Destination: Q L35 ,?? * Your Name (optional): \/«fgan ﬂm@@ éfp’;m
HOTEL - MEALS STAFF PL G PROCESS
Cleantiness: _ .+ Informative: __ Quality: i Professionalism: __4 {Tour Coordinators Only)
Comfort: 4 - | TimeSpent: __4 Quantity: Informative: 4 Professionalism: _~} _
‘ Comments Comments Atmosphere: ___4 Pleasant: A Timeliness: <7
Veryi Gom gr"béx’;; + 42 5?,@; Comments: Comments: . Comments:
- XIM;'IS‘V“:Z‘Q;’; gf s LL/‘»Q\S‘ 7 ,% e s L; &/%?5
2 b ave_ m;)q : =& '
/o 0¢ ~ 2h O1g %‘ choscea. Don was fﬁ&f/&fﬁn.m B
Would %%‘%e ¢ afother trip wnh R&E Tours" Why or why not?

Abs o}\,a‘ﬁ}u f ,é:;/yn # 15 Sfe2 se welf ar %an'Zgg{I ;;1.0; cunsS  Sa Sempo i,
I A e N A N ATt S st
What thmgs would you hange about the trip?

f( .

How would you describe your expenences withR& E Tours, i.e. our service, orgamzaﬁ‘on, value, quality, etc, to
a teacher at another schoo!? jj Ve hiéerw o4 57 Smy P o5 wr s enspem ’L’f& PR
and the Towns withe R+E hava 3lkse i e ez

i is ke fhe trming *Smiand G ,Qy‘frvsc_ﬁém 2nol *«ﬂ’q, g,&,\g;( dAir iyt ”ﬁp”‘? ‘*’ré/’%“‘-/

* Your comm; # promational materiel J»?"’W(‘C«ﬂja ’S
\g'hc‘g 7. T /?:q/} I }'302') ';Lé_c:wnzsu ngf’m C.Qf‘c:u; 2N 7%@, holed so ee don 7('1’7'9116 7o iy,

R & & TOURS HOPES THAT YOU -HAVE ENJOYED YOUR TRIP WITH US AS MUCH AS WE ENJOYED HAVING YOU ALONG!
mmwmmm:mm tvmmmmsm REPORT CARD:

Please grade the below trip components-based on the foiloumg scale: .
A = Excellent; B = Ahove Average; C = Average; V= Below Average; F = Failed to meet expectations

Tour Escort on your bus: E rank -

Group Name:

Destination: . * Your Name (optional): 4T Z‘:gi.gmf
HOTEL ATTRACTIONS MEALS STAFF ' PLANNING PROCESS
Cleanliness: Informative: 8 . . | Quality: Professionalism: A~ | (Tour Coordinators Oniy)
Comfort: ‘TimeSpent: _A __ | Quantity: * | Informative: | Professionatism: _A
Comments: | Comments: Atmosphere: Pleasant: ~ .| Timeliness:
‘M*ﬁ"‘*'”h‘*"“ | ﬂ;‘ ) :}‘*‘:ﬁ Comments: .| Comments: Comments:
' prge -

Would you take another trip with R & E Tours? Why or why not?
yes, we qpprwai-e. your f-rd’c::emw‘n and fqgmj : aﬁr&c‘ﬁons )
What things would you change about the trip?
5""6&#‘& %v fﬂ:!ﬂls Cm of- 'ch Wmds or momg Bdnnd +he Fallsc‘?lf'?
How would you describe your experiences with R&E Tours, i ;.e ‘our service, organization, value, quality, etc. to
a teacher at anofiier school? £xccﬂw1‘- A ccmdwl-ms ,.and Very P rafess:‘onaj
| A 5 exXperience e;/crzm:ﬁgr Lo eur KidS,

'Ymrmmmkndmﬁwrmmmmw
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THE PLAIN DEALER

Educator merges entrepreneurship and teaching
Assembiing learning tours for schools keeps him running

By MARY ELLEN CROWLEY
STAFF WRITER

Schoolteachers raditionally are among
the lowest-paid of professionals, but one
local educator has found a way to combine
his tcaching experience and his enmrepre-
neurial spirit to form a healthy business
enterprise.

Rick Klimek, a sixth-grade tcacher at 5t
Felicitas Parish School in Enclid, two years
ago hatched the idea of offering educational
tours to schools lacking the resources 1o pui
them together. Since be incorporated Rec-
reational & Educational Tours in June 1983,
he has taken groups from 16 schools o
Philadelphia, Toronto and Washingion I3 C.

"Our purpose is to offer a trip to a school
that would never have the staff or the time o
put something together like this alone,”
Klimek said, "We do everything, and that's
our purpose.”

The trips cost $118 10 $128 per student,
depending on the city. The fec covers char-
{er bus transporation, meals, lodging, sight-
seecing and a T-shirt. The buses leave after
school on Friday and return on Sunday night.
Saiurday nights include a pizza party and
swimming fest for the students, whe range
from sixth-graders to seniors in high school.

Klimek said his marketing strategy right
now is low-key.

"We contact schools and, with their ap-
proval, provide literainre about our trips that
the schools distribute for us,” he said. "Ev-
ervthing else, including the tour staffing, is
done through us.

"Right now, we're relying mosily on word
of mouth for two reasons. One is that you
can't ask for 2 more genuine source. And
two, it allows vou o build up gradually and
10 provide quality in what you do."

Klimek's business, however, has not ex-
acily been building up gradually.

Before becoming a teacher, Klimek or-
ganized contests and trips for newspaper
carriers in Lake County. He spent several
vears as a part-time bus driver for Trailways
Lakefront Bus Line, wherc he sayshe lcarned
the basics of the tourism industry.

"I siarted doing this because it combined
cverything [ had leamed,” he said. "T had
experience organizing trips. 1 knew kids
through tcaching and 1 had learned ihe tour-
ing business {rom driving, so I organized a
company to do that. Now, I'm trying to offer
that ta as many schools as possibie.”

He said he enjoys seeing the reactions of
students visiting cities for the first time.

"We're very commonly asked if we don't
get bored, but with each group seeing Ihe
reaction of the students when they see the
changing of the guard at the the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, or when they first see the
Capitol, never allows me to get bored,” he
said.

Mickey Hubeny, a counselor at Willowick
Middle School wha serves as a chaperone
and tour guide on most R&E trips, said she
enjoys the weckends largely because her
charges always behave well.

"{ get so touched every time the kids see
the changing of the guard ai the Tomb of the
Unknown Scidier --- they're good as gold.
Mot apindrops. There hasnever been atime
when they haven't shown perfect respect.
We've seen other groups that don't know
how tobehave, butI've always been proud of
the groups we've taken.”

This respectful behavior does not come
automatically, though. Klimek and his staff,
all educators, carcfully instruct the students

in the background and significance of each
place to be visited. Parents are required 10
attend an orientation meeting where the ac-
tivities of the trip are explained.

Althongh the irips are educasional in
nature, the students say they have a great
fime.

"It was z real blast,” said Jeff Radachy,
who will be a sophomoere at Benedictine
High School in the fall. "It was especially
fun when we left a wake-up call for Rick for
4 a.m."

Mark Bouffard, who will be an eigth-
grader at §t. Felicilas in the fall, also said he
enjoyed the trip,

"You learn a lot of stuff abont the nation's
hisiroy and about the presidenis,” he said.
"Youalso get to do a lot of things with yonr
friends. We went swimming and had a fun
time in our room, and we found a new way
to call from room io room. We did lois of
things together; it was different from being
with your parents.”

Klimek has signed a coniract with the
city of Willowick 1o sponsor tours to Toronto
and Washington for residents, and he said he
plans to let parents take part in a four to New
York City next summer.

"Parcnis are always saying, "When arc
we going to get to go? Scnext year, they'll
be able to go,” he said.

Klimck said he constiantly looks for ways
Lo improve and expand the business. While
he has deait with public schools in the city's
east and west suburbs, he said he plans to
conceniraic on expanding within the nearly
175 schools of Cleveland's Catholic Dio-
cesc.
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“WORKPLACE

‘Sit down in back of bus’
IS music to his ears

By Sigmund J. Mitkolajczyk

To some people, a worst-case
scenario for a nightmare would include
teing with a bus-load of rambunctious
adolescents {is that redundant? for an
entire weekend.

Or how about taking them to
another city to try to show the sights?

Rick Klimek does that practically
every weekend in the spring and fail.
He hasn't lost a student yet. And, he
enjoys the experience.

Klimak, 30, a former diocesan
teacher - he taught sixth grade for
three years at St. Felicitas School - has
pariayed his teaching experience, alang
with some keen entrepreneurial savvy,
into a tour busingss that - puts
educatlonal fun first.

He incorporated hls company,
Recreational & Educational Tours (R & B)
in June, 1983, and has taken almost 50
tour groups on visits to Philadelphia,
Toronto and Washington, D.C.

He learned the basics waorking part-
time as a bus driver for Lakefront
Trailways Bus Line, owned by a family
from St. Bridget Parish. He has a
bachelor's cdedgree in  elementary
education  from  Cleveland  State
University.

Acting as tour guides and
chaperones with Kiimek are Paul
Deitrick, fermer diocesan CYQ director
wha teaches eighth-grade classes in St.
Pius X School, Bedford, and drives part-
time with Trailways, and Mickey
Hubeny, a guidance counselor for
Willowick Middle School.

Some companies will make some
arrangements for a trip, conduct the
tour, but meet the students and
chaperanes In the destination city,
Klimek said, and leave it up to the
school to book the bus, staff it , and
handle some of the other details. The
popularity. of R & E Tours has grown, he
said, because "Paul, Mickey and I are all
teachers, and have been in education.
we're familiar with how tQ handie
students, discipline them, and relate to
them ~

"Wwe don't act as robots, spouting
off useless tour information that we
know students coulid care less about.

"Our philosophy is that we're
providing something for a school, and
the teachers there who don't
necessarily have the experience, time,
or kngw-how to go about doing a tour.”

Klimek handies all the
arrangements. He charters the bus (the
bus company provides the driver), acts

as tour guide, enlists the help of
assistants  including  about  eight
chaperones who are generally students’
parents and teachers, and provides an
overnight security person, whao keeps
an eye on the students once they are
situated in a hotel.

Klimek said "the main purpose of
our security 5 t0o make sure our
students remain quiet, and dont
disturb other guests...0ur teaching
experience, and the overnight security
aspect are two of our company's best
selling points to schools and parents.”

The educational aspects of Klimek's
service continually crop up in- his
conversation. "l never want to come
across as just angther businessman, or
tour promoter," he said. "l want to be
viewed as an educator presenting a
different avenue t¢ education, and |
feel the same way about our pricing. " |
want to make our tours as affordable as
possible to schools.”

The price of a trip to Washington
or Philadelphia s $135 per student - it's
a little less to Toronto because of the
exchange rate - and  includes
transportation, hotel accommodations,
all meals, staff, admissions, insurance,
and each student gets a souvenir blue
windbreaker,  The windbreaker helps
group leaders keep track of the
students.

Kfimek prides himself on the time
he spends with parents, teachers and
students at a pre-departure meeting. "l
caution students, for example, about
souvenir stops during the trip, and tell
them they shouldn't go crazy and buy
everything in sight, but to use good
judgment.”

an the tours, Kiimek and his
assistant try to answer all the usual
student questions about tourist traps.
"And, if we don't know the answer, we'll
make up a good one,” he said with a
chuckle.

Peak tour time for Kiimek is late
September through mid-November,
then again mid-March through June.
Puring the winter he substitute teaches,
and also meets with schools interested
in boaking taurs.

Most of his tours are Catholic
elementary schools, though he has led
tours for a number of public schools, as
well as some diocesan high schools. Last

- fali he also began booking adult tours.

As the company has grown, so too
have Klimek's and his assistants’ stories
Of being "on the road." He began to
laugh when he recalled one tour he had

led. "In the hotel, when you've got a
room full of guys, there must be some
king of stioma attached to the first
person to fall asleep. wWell, in this case,
after this particular pupil fell asleep, his
buddies turned on all the lights, and got
him up, telling him they had already
received their wake up call. The young
man showered, got dressed, and was in
the hall ready for the tour when the
security guard told him it was only 1
a.m.

Just as flight attendants on airlines
give passengers a briefing on safety
procedures, Klimek does the same,
outlining some with tongue planted
firmly in cheek. "We always go over
emergency procedures on the bus,” he
said, "and | always end my talk by
warning that if pressure suddenly drops
In the bus, oxygen masks will drop. |
then hold up a mask, like they do on
planegs. It's amazing how many kids -
and parents - 100k up and try to figure
out where the masks are hidden."

On one trip he recalled, as the bus
was going though the mguntains of
Pennsylvania, a girl said she felt 3 little
light-headed, Klimek pulled out his
phony oxygen mask, which was not
connected to anything, and told the
student to breathe deeply. "After a
couple minutes she told me she'd had
enough oxygen,” Klimek said. "Sure
enough, she said she felt better.”

Rewards from his job are plenty, he
sald. ™When kids see the Capitol for the
first time, you can see how impressed
they really are. That's a great feeling;
bacause it seems like so few thinas
impress kids nowadays.”

" The unavoidable question of
tedium - going on the same bus rides
and seeing the same sights owver and
over - barged its way into the
conversation like a run-away
Creyhound, and flimek admitted that
the bus rides get quite tiring. "But we
conduct games and contests to help us
and the students pass the time.
Actually, meeting new stugents all the
time helps rejuvenate us. We've been
taking some of the same classes year
after year, so we've also been able to
build up a rapport with them.

Klimek. wants to keep a good
control on his business. “I've already
turned away schools when | felt |
cauldn't handle the wvolume of tours
adequateiy,” he said.
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here’s no greater feeling for an
E educator than seeing a student
become excited about knowl-
edge. As adults, we experience that
feeling each year when we take our
eighth graders on a four-day educa-
tional trip to Washington, D.C.

We have seen that field trips and
extended trips such as the one to the
national capital bring classroom les-
sons ative for our students and truly
become part of a complete educa-
tion in our evolving society. We live
in a time when many educators are
concerned primarily with meeting
standards in the classroom and with
safety—rcertainly important issues.

However, the frue value of educa-
tional travel for us at Seton Catholic

£1 P i S .
Seton Catholic Middle School students stop for the traditional photo in front of the White
House during their Washington, D.C., visit. Seton Middle School photo.

Tom Kropidlowski is a social studies
and religion teacher at Seton Catholic
Middie School i Menasha, Wisconsin.
The sixth- through eighth-grade school,
where he has taught for 17 years, is part
of the Twin City Catholic Educational
System (tkropidlowski@tcces k12.wi.us).

Middle School in Menasha, Wis-
consin, is demonstrated by two or
three students each year for whom
the Washington experience actu-
ally makes a difference in their lives.
Coming from a small community of
25,000 people, many of our students
aren’t aware of all they can achieve
as adults. If we aze able to open their
eyes to new possibilities as middle-
school students, they will consider
choices in high school and beyond
that will open more doors for their
future. For example, one student who_
went on the Washington trip will be
the first in her family to graduate from
high school. Seeing a metropolitan
area such as Washington, D.C., with
governmental operations and eco-
nomic development, opened her eyes
to new possibilities for her future.

Trips Can be Close to
Home

While the Washington trip is the
highlight of travel opportunities for
our eighth graders, students also ex-

If we overlook
educational travel
opportunities for
young people, we
are not providing
all the benefits
our students can
receive from
education

Tom Kropidlowski

perience field trips within Wisconsin,
where classroom lessons are rein-
forced and become more meaningful
to students. Among these are visiting
a synagogue in Milwaukee, where
they learn about another religion; see-
ing a professionally produced play;

 and visiting a nuclear power plant to

learn about conservation and energy
use. Some of these trips raise topics
that may be considered controversial,
but they are ideas students will have
to confront at some time. When those
ideas are introduced on a school trip,
we have a chance to discuss their
merits and students are challenged to
stretch their thinking.

Educational travel should be
considered an essential part of the
instructional experience. My belief is
that if teachers can’t relate what goes
on in the classroom to the broader
world outside of it, students are justi-
fied in questioning why their lessons
are important. Knowing that my
students will be visiting Washington
allows me to direct my curriculum
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Additional Resourcéé- -
Student & Youth Travel
._Assoclatmn ' :

' The Studeht & Youth Travei Assoclatmn i
- (SYTA) oiférsa nuriber of; resou ces on it
~Web site: wwwsyta org: -

A “Tnp Planmng Giride? pamph_ i
 how to find the right tour: perator and
provrdes chiscklists. on-knowiing what yoir!
" paying o, workrng with reputable: ira
providers and resources for evaluafz
providers, ;.

“Travel Safety

throughout the year to concepts they
will see firsthand on the trip. We talk
about the surrender of Cornwallis

as an important historical event, but
when they see the painting of his sur-
render in the rotunda of the Capitol, it
brings history to life.

We also study the Holocaust as
part of our social studies curriculum.
While we can read about it and see
videos in school, that doesn’t com-
pare to seeing firsthand what is in the
Holocaust Museum. Students meet
relatives of survivors at the museum
and observe the impact it has on them.
They are able to touch the gate of a
concentration camp and experience it
tactically. It's no longer just an idea;
now it’s an historical object. When
you can see and touch history, that's
ideal education. Qur stixdents always
call visiting the Holocaust Museum
one of the most moving experiences
they have ever had.

Similarly, in our cassroom we teach
about the wars the United States has
fought. However, the human impact
of conflict is difficult to impart to
students through lectures, textbooks
or videos. Each year we have been

able to have four of our students lay a

: submn nommatrons Complete mformatmn :

" specific deadiines ard nomir
Lihe found onlme at www sytag
Lo
The SYTA Web sﬂe also prr;)

afion forms can -
outhfoundat|on,‘-.- :

tdes advrce on i

wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns
in Arlington National Cemetery. To
be part of this ceremony and see the

solitude and respect pe
powerful education for
It teaches them a sense
appreciation for our fre

that “freedom is not free.

ople show is a
[young people.
pf respect and
ecdloms and

Ly

More Instructional than a

Family Vocation

While some young p

eople are able

to visit such sites on farhily vaca-
tions, others are not and miss ottt on

these valuable learning

opportunities.

When these trips are taken as part of
the school program, they can be more
instructional than a fan)ily vacation.

When they are with the
students become more

ir friends,
»xcited about

| learning. They discover a fact and im-

mediately want to share it with each
other. When they take that ownership
of information, they are much more

likely to remember it fo
While it's important

I years.
that students

have the firsthand leartfing oppor-

tunites to reinforce wh
in the classroom, they a

1t we teach
50 are learn-

ing “life Jessons” that ate impossible

_rn January 2007 Criteria for the seléction -
- of grant remprents mclude e desgription-

" to stlidents; tie-in to the Schoal curricalum,

" iumber of students who willbé involved-and .
proposed use of: funds “Funds may be. used

- to.cover: transportatlon costs entry fees; sup

pfthe fieldtrip:and its ohlectwes benefits

‘ qurpment ang resource matenals

Irnation's schools facsng mcreasrng
: hmtages sach year field. trrps are

to understand in our small, white,
upper middle-class community. The
Washington trip exposes many of our
students to diversity for the first time
in their lives.

Before traveling to Washington,
we review social rules and laws they
will need to understand. For example,
we tell them not to stare at or take
phoetographs of homeless people. The
vast majority of our students haven't
seen people going through garbage
in search of food. By the end of the
trip they begin to understand diver-
sity and develop a sense of tolerance.
These are essential lessons they will
need as adults.

. AtSeton Catholic School we know
educational travel makes a com-
plete education. It's something that
all adolescents should experience. If
concerns about budgets and safety
are raising doubts in your mind as an
educator, find ways to overcorne these
challenges. Organizations such as the
Student & Youth Travel Association
(see sidebar) provide scholarships
and useful advice on planning safe
trips. Use these resources, rather than

shortchange students of this essential
learning opportunity. M
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MULTI-DAY TOURS ONE DAY TOURS

Columbus

Pittsburgh

The Henry Ford in Dearborn
Put-in-Bay

Challenger Learning Center
Niagara Falls

Orlando - Disney World
Washington, D.C.
Chicago

New York City

Boston

Philadelphia & Hershey
Toronto & Niagara Falls

_ Cleveland
Nashville Cedar Point
R& E Tours, INc. R & E MuSic Tours
Address: 7620 Buchanan Ct.
Mentor, OH 44060 S our pictures available on Twitter:

Toll Free: 800-347-TOUR (8687) www.Twitter.com/RandETours
Local: 440-953-TOUR (8687)

Fax: 440-953-8707 'I ollow your tour on Facebook:

E-Mail: Tours@R-ETours.com www.Facebook.com/RandETours


mailto:Tours@R-ETours.com

