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Seton Catholic Middle School students stop for the traditional photo in front of the White

]

House during their Washington, D.C., visit. Seton Middle School photo.

here’s no greater feeling for an

educator than seeing a student

become excited about knowl-
edge. As adults, we experience that
feeling each year when we take our
eighth graders on a four-day educa-
tional trip to Washington, D.C.

We have seen that field trips and
extended trips such as the one to the
national capital bring classroom les-
sons alive for our students and truly
become part of a complete educa-
tion in our evolving society. We live
in a time when many educators are
concerned primarily with meeting
standards in the classroom and with
safety—certainly important issues.

However, the true value of educa-
tional travel for us at Seton Catholic
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Middle School in Menasha, Wis-
consin, is demonstrated by two or
three students each year for whom
the Washington experience actu-
ally makes a difference in their lives.
Coming from a small community of
25,000 people, many of our students
aren’t aware of all they can achieve
as adults. If we are able to open their
eyes to new possibilities as middle-
school students, they will consider
choices in high school and beyond

| that will open more doors for their

future. For example, one student who_
went on the Washington trip will be
the first in her family to graduate from
high school. Seeing a metropolitan
area such as Washington, D.C., with |
governmental operations and eco-
nomic development, opened her eyes
to new possibilities for her future.

Trips Can be Close to
Home

While the Washington trip is the
highlight of travel opportunities for
our eighth graders, students also ex-

Lesson

If we overlook
educational travel
opportunities for
young people, we
are not providing
all the benefits
our students can
receive from

education

Tom Kropidlowski

perience field trips within Wisconsin,
where classroom lessons are rein-
forced and become more meaningful
to students. Among these are visiting
a synagogue in Milwaukee, where
they learn about another religion; see-
ing a professionally produced play:

A and visiting a nuclear power plant to

learn about conservation and energy
use. Some of these trips raise topics
that may be considered controversial,
but they are ideas students will have
to confront at sorne time. When those
ideas are introduced on a school trip,
we have a chance to discuss their
merits and students are challenged to
stretch their thinking.

Educational travel should be
considered an essential part of the
instructional experience. My belief is
that if teachers can't relate what goes
on.in the classroom to the broader
world outside of it, students are justi-

- fied in questioning why their lessons

are important. Knowing that my
students will be visiting Washington
allows me to direct my curriculum
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Additional Resources . '
:._'%tudent & Youth Trave!
-Assoclatlon o

The Student & Youth Travel Assoplatmn
(SYTA) offers @ number nf'resou es
" Web site: wwwsyta {
A “Trlp Planning. Guide? pamphlst out I _es
- how to find thie right t nur'-operator and
prowdes checklists on
' paying for worklng \

throughout the year to concepts they
will see firsthand on the trip. We talk
about the surrender of Cornwallis

as an important historical event, but
when they see the painting of his sur-
render in the rotunda of the Capitol, it
brings history to life.

We also study the Holocaust as
part of our social studies curriculum.
While we can read about it and see
videos in school, that doesn’t com-
pare to seeing firsthand what is in the
Holocaust Museum. Students meet
relatives of survivors at the museum
and observe the impact it has on them.
They are able to touch the gate of a
concentration camp and experience it
tactically. It's no longer just an idea;
now it's an historical object. When
you can see and touch history, that's
ideal education. Our stdents always
call visiting the Holocaust Museum
one of the most moving experiences
they have ever had.

Sirnilarly, in our classroom we teach
about the wars the United States has
fought. However, the human impact
of conflict is difficuilt to impart to
students through lectures, textbooks
or videos, Fach year we have been
able to have four of our students lay a
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to understand in our small, white,
upper middle-class community. The
Washington trip exposes many of our
students to diversity for the first time
in their lives.

Before traveling to Washington,
we review social rules and laws they
will need to understand. For example,
we tell them not to stare at or take
photographs of homeless people. The
vast majority of our students haven't
seen people going through garbage
in search of food. By the end of the
trip they begin to understand diver-
sity and develop a sense of tolerance.
These are essential lessons they will
need as adults.

At Seton Catholic School we know
educational travel makes a com-
plete education. It's something that
all adolescents should experience. If
concerns about budgets and safety
are raising doubts in your mind as an
educator, find ways to overcome these
challenges. Organizations such as the
Student & Youth Travel Association
(see sidebar) provide scholarships
and useful advice on planning safe
trips. Use these resources, rather than

shortchange students of this essential
learning opportunity. W
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